
STRONG 
START
in Bellville ISD



We all need to understand and respect that there is 
a wide range of perspectives on how to best 
respond to the invisible threat of COVID-19.



Continuum of Perspectives on COVID-19

This is a political 

hoax and the 

actions being 

taken are an 

over-reaction.

COVID-19 is a 

potentially deathly 

illness that spreads 

easily and has no 

medical prevention 

or cure.



Continuum of Perspectives on Re-Opening Schools

Schools should 

get back to 

normal like they 

were before all 

of this started 

without changes 

and restrictions.

It is not safe to re-

open schools at 

this time.

Schools should 

return with 

precautionary  

health protocols 

in place. 



Our aim is to be reasonable and 
responsible in our response to 
current circumstances.



We do not want to disregard a virus that at 
this time has no preventative measures with 
medical vaccines or treatments, nor do we 
want to put extreme measures in place that 
prohibit the collaborative nature of the 
academic and social growth and development 
of our students. 



On reopening schools



American Academy of Pediatrics

The AAP strongly advocates that all policy considerations for the 
coming school year should start with a goal of having students 
physically present in school. The importance of in-person learning is 
well-documented, and there is already evidence of the negative 
impacts on children because of school closures in the spring of 
2020.



Center for Disease Control
Parents are understandably concerned about the safety of their children at 
school in the wake of COVID-19. At the same time, the harms attributed 
to closed schools on the social, emotional, and behavioral health, 
economic well-being, and academic achievement of children, in both the 
short- and long-term, are well-known and significant.

Schools play a critical role in supporting the whole child, not just their 
academic achievement. In an in-person school environment, children 
more easily learn how to develop and maintain friendships, how to behave 
in groups, and how to interact and form relationships with people outside 
of their family.



School Begins on August 18.
In Bellville Independent School District



Learning 
Models 
Offered by BISD



In the context of COVID-19, learning 
will look differently for us throughout 
the 2020-2021 school year.



Onsite 
Learning



Onsite Commitments:

1.Safety

2.Connection

3.Learning



Once we begin, our goal is to

keep schools open
with students and staff  healthy onsite. 



American Academy of Pediatrics

Policy makers should acknowledge that COVID-19 policies 
are intended to mitigate, not eliminate, risk. No single 
action or set of actions will completely eliminate the risk of 
COVID-19 transmission, but implementation of several 
coordinated interventions can greatly reduce that risk.



The safety and well being of our students, staff, and 
community begins with responsible self-screening at 
home. 



The safety and well being of our students, staff, and 
community begins with responsible self-screening at 
home. 

On a Daily Basis: 
All parents must ensure their child: 

➢ Does not have a fever over 100.0. 

➢ Does not have any two or more of the following 
symptoms:
➢ Loss of taste or smell

➢ Cough

➢ Difficulty breathing/shortness of breath

➢ Headache

➢ Shivering/Chills

➢ Muscle Aches/Pains



Students who are sick or have 
symptoms of illness are NOT 
ALLOWED to be at school.



SAFE ONSITE:
• All staff  & students in grades 4-12 will be expected to wear a cloth face 

covering. (Except those with medical exemptions.)

• “Mask” expectations will be revisited every three weeks.

• Students’ temperatures will be screen daily upon entry.

• Parents/Secondary Students will complete a weekly health certification.

• Students will be as distanced as possible within classrooms. 

• Staff  & students will frequently wash their hands and/or use hand 

sanitizer frequently during the school day.

• Staff  & students will engage in wiping down/sanitizing surface areas 

throughout the school day. 

• Buildings will be heavily sanitized every evening. 

SAFE,  
CONNECTED, & 
LEARNING 
ONSITE:



Center for Disease Control

Cloth face coverings are a critical preventive measure and 
are most essential in times when social distancing is 
difficult. If  cloth face coverings cannot be used, make sure 
to take other measures to reduce the risk of COVID-19 
spread, including social distancing, frequent hand washing, 
and cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched surfaces.



BISD Mask Expectations



American Academy of Pediatrics

School policies must be flexible and nimble in responding 
to new information, and administrators must be willing to 
refine approaches when specific policies are not working.



Our BISD Superintendent has scheduled meetings with student representatives from all campuses, parent 
representatives, and all-staff every three weeks to revisit our BISD Mask Expectations. We will review the 
appropriateness and effectiveness of these expectations and adjust once we are back in school and have a 
better feel for how this does or does not work in response to ever-changing health conditions of our community.

BISD expectations will 
be revisited every 

3 weeks. 



BISD Mask Expectations

WHO? 
• All staff will be expected to wear a cloth face covering throughout the day and may

substitute with a face shield when in the classroom to enhance instructional delivery
as necessary.

• All students will be expected to wear a cloth face covering while on the bus.

• All students in grades 4-12 will be expected to wear a cloth face covering
throughout the school day.

• Students in grades ECE-3 are encouraged to wear cloth face coverings but not
required.

• Students or staff with medical condition such as difficulty breathing or other
individual condition such as the inability to independently remove a mask, may
provide certification to be exempt.



BISD Mask Expectations

WHAT? 
• BISD will provide an adjustable, reusable mask to all staff and onsite students at the 

beginning of the 2020-2021 school year.

• Additionally, the Texas Education Agency has provided disposable masks to our 
District that will be available for students onsite who forget, lose, or damage their 
reusable mask.

• Preferred cloth face coverings that are personally provided are allowed and
encouraged.

• All masks should comply with dress code standards regarding content of images,
language, advertisements, etc.

• Masks should be properly cared for and cleaned at home.



BISD Mask Expectations

WHEN/WHERE? 
• All students are expected to wear cloth face coverings while riding on a BISD bus.

• Students in grade 4-12 are expected to wear a cloth face covering throughout the
day while inside a BISD school facility.

• Students will be permitted to take short intermittent breaks to remove their mask
during the day as needed when they are seated in a classroom (not in transition).

• Safe breaks from masks will also be facilitated by our teachers throughout the day.



BISD Mask Expectations

WHY? 
The Texas Education Agency defines exposure to COVID-19 as being in “regular and
close” contact with an infected individual including:

• Being exposed to infections secretion (coughed on by an
infected individual) while not wearing a mask; OR

• Being in 6-foot proximity to an infected individual for a
cumulation of 15 minutes or more while not wearing a mask.



Wearing a mask 
helps us keep our 

STAFF SAFE  and

Helps us keep as 
many kids as 

possible 

IN SCHOOL. 



“As a parent, I want my children in 
school.  As a teacher, I want to teach in a 
classroom. As a teacher compromised, I 
am nervous, but no longer scared. I trust 
all the precautions we are putting in 
place are enough”

-BISD Teacher



“I may not be in favor of 
wearing masks, but I am in 
favor of doing anything possible 
to have my son back in school.”
-BISD Parent





CONNECTED & LEARNING 
ONSITE:
• Students at all levels will follow traditional class schedules & rotations. 

• Our teachers will design & deliver engaging instructional experiences 

with some adjustments to incorporate safe distancing & hygiene 

habits onsite. 

• We will continue to engage in extracurricular, cocurricular, and 

enrichment activities and programs. 

• Students at our elementary levels will engage in recess, PE, & 

enrichment rotations to art, library, STEM, technology, & music. 

• Transportation, Food Services, and Special Programs will all be 

provided with some adjustments to enhance safety protocols. 

SAFE,  
CONNECTED, & 
LEARNING 
ONSITE:



For more information on school 
operations for Onsite Learning, 
please review the complete 
2020-2021 BISD Operational 
Guidelines available at
www.bellvilleisd.org. 

http://www.bellvilleisd.org/


Our aim is to be reasonable and 
responsible in our response to 
current circumstances.



Students who are sick or have 
symptoms of illness are NOT 
ALLOWED to be at school.



Our BISD Superintendent has scheduled meetings with student representatives from all campuses, parent 
representatives, and all-staff every three weeks to revisit our BISD Mask Expectations. We will review the 
appropriateness and effectiveness of these expectations and adjust once we are back in school and have a 
better feel for how this does or does not work in response to ever-changing health conditions of our community.

BISD expectations will 
be revisited every 

3 weeks. 



Our team will act 

with compassion 
& empathy as 
we navigate 
through this with 
our students. 



BISD WILL NOT PUT PUNITIVE MEASURES IN PLACE TO ENFORCE THE 
EXPECTATION FOR STUDENTS TO WEAR FACE COVERINGS.

Parents who do not agree with the onsite health 
precautions BISD is putting in place to begin onsite 
instruction, should choose to enroll in Online 
Learning. 



Online 
Learning



Online Commitments:

1.Support

2.Connection

3.Learning



SUPPORT ONLINE:
• BISD is in the process of purchasing enough personal technology 

devices to issue one chromebook to every 6-12 grade student onsite 

and online. 

• BISD will have a limited number of internet hotspot devices to issue 

to families as needed and will also set-up internet hubs in our 

stadium and west-end parking lots. 

• Our BISD Technology Team is creating videos and guiding documents 

to assist parents in navigating online learning. 

• Our BISD Teachers will each have a Google Site with a parent 

communication form to easily give feedback and request support. 

• If  any students or parents have any trouble learning remotely, they 

are encouraged to contact their teacher or email breid@bellvilleisd.org

or lswearingen@bellvilleisd.org for additional support. 

SUPPORTED,  
CONNECTED, & 
LEARNING 
ONLINE:

mailto:breid@bellvilleisd.org
mailto:lswearingen@bellvilleisd.org


BISD Online 
Expectations



CONNECTED ONLINE:
• Students must complete a daily attendance verification for each of 

the courses they are assigned to throughout the school day. 

• Students engaging in learning online through BISD will be allowed to 
participate in extracurricular activities at BISD. 

• Some extracurricular activities may have on-site requirements for 
performance and participation. 

• All online learners will connect with their teachers at least once a 
week for 45 minutes. 

• Students are expected to participate in all live synchronous 
instructional sessions hosted by their teachers. Some may have a 
daily online session with one or more teachers. 

• Online learners should expect to be engaged in learning for the 
duration of each school day. 

• Parents or students needing additional support or assistance 
throughout the online learning process are encouraged to connect 
with their teachers via email, phone calls, or scheduled live virtual 
meetings as needed. 

SUPPORTED,  
CONNECTED, & 
LEARNING 
ONLINE:



LEARNING ONLINE:
• All BISD Teachers will facilitate online learning through Google 

Classroom that runs parallel to their onsite instruction. 

• The same assignment expectations, grades, and GPA implications will 

apply both online and onsite. 

• Teachers will provide direct instruction to online learners by either: 

• Live streaming their classes; 

• Recording and uploading videos of their lessons; 

• Creating instructional videos; 

• Linking in instructional videos created by our online curriculum publishers. 

• Some courses (such as construction, welding, & AP Physics) may 

have onsite requirements. Please see www.bellvillisd.org/onlinelearing

for a complete list of courses with online learning requirements. 

• Students are expected to participate in all live synchronous 

instructional sessions hosted by their teachers. Some may have a 

daily online session with one or more teachers. 

• Online learners should expect to be engaged in learning for the 

duration of each school day. [7:55am-3:35pm M-F]

SUPPORTED,  
CONNECTED, & 
LEARNING 
ONLINE:

http://www.bellvillisd.org/onlinelearing


For more information on school 
operations for Online Learning, 
please review the complete 
2020-2021 BISD Operational 
Guidelines available at 
www.bellvilleisd.org. 

http://www.bellvilleisd.org/


We all need to understand and respect that there is 
a wide range of perspectives on how to best 
respond to the invisible threat of COVID-19.



Continuum of Perspectives on COVID-19
In Brahma Nation

This is a political 

hoax and the 

actions being 

taken are an 

over-reaction.

COVID-19 is a 

potentially 

deathly illness 

that spreads 

easily and has 

no medical 

prevention or 

cure.

Schools should 

get back to 

normal like they 

were before all 

of this started 

without 

changes and 

restrictions.

It is not safe 

to re-open 

schools at 

this time.

With health 

precautions put in 

place that will be 

reviewed every 

three weeks in 

accordance with: 

>  student, staff,&    

parent input &

> community health   

data. 



“It may never be evident if we did
too much; but it will be tragically
evident if we do too little.”

-Unknown



next steps
MORE INFORMATION:
▪ Read the complete 2020-2021 BISD Operational Guidelines. 

REGISTRATION & ENROLLMENT VERIFICATION:

▪ Monday, July 27 @ 9:00am - Friday, August 7 @ 9:00pm

▪ See our website at www.bellvilleisd.org. 

▪ Parents must select if  their student/s will enroll in Onsite Learning or Online Learning. 

▪ Parents may change their selection between August 18-August 28. 

▪ As of Monday, August 31 students will be committed to continued their form of 
enrollment for the duration of the first grading period. 

▪ Changing enrollment between onsite & online learning models will only be allowed in 
alignment with beginning of each nine week grading period. 

http://www.bellvilleisd.org/


If  you have any questions
please contact your child’s 
campus principal or call our 
central administration building 
at (979) 865-3133. 



#BrahmasTogetherWeCan


